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rowing up today, youth face challenges and opportunities very different from those of 
past generations. Supporting the healthy growth and development of youth, as well as 
providing them with the services and experiences they need to mature into produc- 
tive adults, are growing concerns in many communities. Pressure to raise student achieve- 
ment, the need for safe and enriching environments for youth during out-of-school time, a 
focus on building the skills and competencies of young people, and an emphasis on prevent- 
ing risky behaviors are all fueling the demand for quality youth programs. In many commu- 
nities, however, leaders are challenged to find and coordinate adequate funding for youth 
programs and to access resources for program capacity and quality enhancements. 

For youth programs to succeed, policymakers, program leaders, and intermediary orga- 
nizations need resources and strategies to support quality programs over time. Thinking 
Broadly: Financing Strategies for Youth Programs is an important addition to The Finance 
Project’s research on financing and sustaining supports and services for children, youth, 
and families. This strategy brief presents a typology of approaches for financing youth 
programs. It suggests general principles to guide the selection of financing strategies based 
on the complexities and unique aspects of youth programs. It also provides consider^ 
ations to help state and local leaders develop financing plans that closely align with their 
program goals, available resources, and the political and economic environments in which 
they work. 

This publication is part of a new series of products from The Finance Project.The series 
focuses on tools, strategies, and resources to support and sustain effective youth pro- 
grams and policies. Each product will present options for financing and sustaining, or for 
governing and managing, youth initiatives. Each will illustrate these options with examples 
of initiatives and highlight considerations to help leaders weigh the alternatives.This body 
of work also includes an online clearinghouse of information and other resources for sup- 
porting and sustaining youth programs and policies. Our hope is that these products and 
the clearinghouse, in adding to The Finance Project’s extensive resources on financing and 
sustaining promising initiatives for children, youth, and families, will prove useful to poli- 
cymakers, program and community leaders, and others concerned with supporting vital 
youth initiatives. 
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